












 
 

 
 
 
 

HOODS

The length of the hood worn for the bachelor’s degree must be three feet, for the master’s degree three and one-half feet, and for the 

doctor’s degree, four feet. The hood worn for the doctor’s degree only shall have panels at the sides. Hoods for the associate degree 

should be of the same shape as the one worn by bachelor of arts except that it have no velvet border, that the institutional colors be 

on the lining, and that the outside be black.

Linings. The hoods are to be lined with the o΍cial color or colors of the college or university conferring the degree; more than 
one color is shown by division of the ΋eld color in a variety of ways, chevron or chevrons, equal division, etc. The various academic 
costume companies maintain complete ΋les on the approved colors for various institutions.

Trimmings. The binding or edging of the hood is to be velvet or velveteen, two inches, three inches, and ΋ve inches wide for the 
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctor’s degrees, respectively; the color should be indicative of the subject to which the degree pertains. No 
academic hood should ever have its border divided to represent more than a single degree.

In the case of the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree, the rich royal blue color is used to represent the mastery of the discipline of 

learning and scholarship in any ΋eld that is attested to by the awarding of this degree and is not intended to represent the ΋eld of 
philosophy.

For all academic purposes, including trimmings of doctors’ gowns, edging of hoods, and tassels of caps, the colors associated with 

the diΊerent disciplines are as follows:

 

 ‣ Maize - Agriculture 

 ‣ White - Arts, Letters, Humanities 

 ‣ Drab - Commerce, Accountancy, Business 

 ‣ Lilac - Dentistry 

 ‣ Copper - Economics 

 ‣ Light Blue - Education 

 ‣ Orange - Engineering 

 ‣ Brown -Fine Arts, including Architecture 

 ‣ Russet - Forestry 

 ‣ Crimson - Journalism 

 ‣ Purple - Law 

 ‣ Lemon - Library Science 

 ‣ Green - Medicine

 ‣ Pink - Music 

 ‣ Apricot - Nursing 
 ‣ Silver Gray - Oratory (Speech) 

 ‣ Olive Green - Pharmacy 

 ‣ Dark Blue - Philosophy 

 ‣ Sage Green - Physical Education 

 ‣ Peacock Blue - Public Administration Leadership,   
including Foreign Service 

 ‣ Salmon Pink - Public Health 

 ‣ Golden Yellow - Science 

 ‣ Citron - Social Work 

 ‣ Scarlet - Theology 

 ‣ Gray - Veterinary Science

 

 

In the case of the Ph.D. degree, the rich royal blue color is used to represent the Ph.D., rather than the discipline color or ΋eld of 
study. What that means is that unlike an Ed.D., who receives light blue velvet for (education), or a D.Sci., who receives gold velvet (for 

science), or a D.M.A. who receives pink velvet (for music), a Ph.D. in science, education or music would still receive dark blue velvet.

CAPS

The bachelor’s cap (also called a mortarboard) and gown is the most simple. The colors can vary depending on school 

policies, but black is most common. Master’s regalia use the same cap as bachelor’s, but a diΊerent gown. Although 
in years past, only doctors wore velvet tams, many institutions now use four-sided collegiate graduation tams for  

master’s degree graduation ceremonies. Six and eight-sided tams are traditionally used for doctoral degree students. Mortarboards 

and tams rest Όat on the head, parallel to the Όoor. For the Ph.D. the mortarboard is replaced by a six or eight sided tam, often 
described as a little pillow atop the head. The doctoral tassel is typically gold.












